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This is a writing-intensive course designed to improve critical thinking, reading, and writing. Students are taught to
develop strategies for turning their experiences, observations, and analyses into evidence suitable for future academic
writing. The emphasis in this course is on short, focused, concretely developed texts, starting with a practice of the
topic selection process, brainstorming and organization of ideas. Students are encouraged to discover ideas, use
language effectively and employ the basic processes of writing?planning, editing, composing, and revising. The
students will write a sequence of short papers. The final goal is to develop a five-paragraph essay, to arrange it
coherently, to demonstrate increased competence with varied sentence structures, to understand and apply the basic
conventions of syntax and mechanics and to proofread competently.
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Giving Reasons for an Opinion
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