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Introduction

The broad scope of biotechnology encompasses such areas as pharmaceuticals, medicine and health care,

agriculture, food, environmental protection, energy, resources, and many chemical industries. The promise of

biotechnology is that it can improve production processes, lower production costs, and thereby enhance the quality

of life.�

In this lecture, various countries’ biotech industries are defined in accordance with the industry categories of the

countries in question. For the most part, this lecture tends to focus on emerging biotech industry. But because drug

development is closely linked with biotechnology in Taiwan, the domestic promotion of biotechnology encompasses

emerging biotech industries, the pharmaceutical industry, and the medical devices industry.�

     Chapter 1 of this lecture defines biotechnology and examines its characteristics and categories. Chapter 2 looks at

the current status of the biotech industry around the world and discusses various countries’ industrial development

strategies and promotional measures. Chapter 3 describes Taiwan’s biotech industry policies and strategies, and

analyzes the strengths and weaknesses of Taiwan’s development strategies by way of comparison with other

countries. Chapter 4 describes the major achievements of Taiwan’s biotech industry development efforts, and

Chapter 5 explains the results of various agencies’ programs. Chapter 6 is a special topic, Taiwan’s Biotech

Industry Promotion Policy and Results. Chapter 7 provides the issues and conclusions of the Executive Yuan’s

BioTaiwan Committee (BTC) in 2005 and 2006.
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