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Introduction

This course aims to help learners develop practical skills for carrying out original empirical investigations. To this

end, important issues of research design and methodology in the second and foreign language settings are addressed.

A wide variety of topics are included in the course, ranging from the use of highly experimental data elicitation tools

to qualitative concerns. A simple overview of some basic concepts in statistics is also to be provided. Having taken

this course and completed the tasks, learners are expected to understand key concepts and methods in second

language research. They should also be able to relate these concepts and methods to their own second language

investigations, regardless of the research tradition in which they choose to work.
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